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Basic Course Information
Semester
Course Title & #
CRN #
Room
Class Dates

Spring 2020
Introduction to Mythology 226
English 20788/ Humanities 20893
313A

Instructor Name
Email
Webpage (optional)
Office
Office Hours

Class Days
Class Times
Units

Wednesday
1:00 – 4:10pm
3 credits

Office Phone #
Office contact if
student will be out or
emergency

D. Rowley
deirdre.rowley@imperial.edu
Science Building: 2792
M/W
T/R
760-355-6484
Canvas Messaging

Course Description
Comparative themes and figures from various mythologies of the world. Interpretation of myths; the
influence on art, culture, and history. (Same as HUM 226) (CSU, UC)
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon course completion, the successful student will have acquired new skills, knowledge, and or attitudes as
demonstrated by being able to:
1. Show a broad understanding of common structures and themes found in mythological texts from around the
world. (ILO1, ILO2, ILO5)
2. Demonstrate command of rules regarding plagiarism and academic ethics. (ILO3)
3. Access and interpret literary texts via various sources (drawn from Internet, library catalogue, and electronic
databases); and evaluate publishers/authors. (ILO1, ILO2, ILO4)
4. Analyze myths from different historical periods and different cultures. (ILO1, ILO2, ILO3)
Course Objectives
Upon satisfactory completion of the course, students will be able to:
1. Differentiate between characteristics of oral and written traditions.
2. Evaluate traditional and contemporary texts for the functions of myth.
3. Analyze traditional and contemporary texts for mythic archetypes.
4. Evaluate a literary text for the elements of the hero's journey.
5. Assess the transformation of hero and society.
6. Examine common myths from around the world, including the sacred masculine and sacred feminine, the trickster,
and the myths of sacred places.
7. Examine liminal events and situations, assessing the effect of these events and situations.
8. Compose essays and other written responses that evaluate and analyze mythic texts.
Textbooks & Other Resources or Links
• The Mythology Book Big Ideas publisher DK May 2018 ISBN: 978-1465473370 (Required) Used or rented
copies suggested.
• Blank, no lines, white note cards. Suggested size 4X6 (Will be used all semester,)
• Color pencils
Course Requirements and Instructional Methods
• All essays use MLA format. This will be reviewed in class.
• Classroom: oral discussions, journals, quizzes, projects, and presentations.
• Phones must be turned off and put away during class. They may be used during the class break.
• e-books: May be used on e-readers (table, nook, kindle, i-pad) or computer, not on cell phones.
Out of Class Assignments: The Department of Education policy states that one (1) credit hour is the amount of student
work that reasonably approximates not less than one hour of class time and two (2) hours of out-of-class time per week
over the span of a semester. WASC has adopted a similar requirement.
o Mythology 226 is a 3 credit class.
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o
o

3 hours spent in class.
6 hours spent out-of-class reading, studying, and doing assignments.

Course Grading Based on Course Objectives
• Grades are weighted as follows:
o Tests – 20%
o Projects, presentations, essays – 15%
o Quizzes – 15%
o Mid-Term – 20%
o Final – 20%
• Assignments are due when collected, usually at the beginning of class.
• Emailed assignments are not accepted.
• If you arrive late to class and the assignment has already been collected, your work is considered late. (Make
printing arrangements outside of class time.)
• Students who arrive after an activity has begun will not be individually accommodated.
• Students who are absent, must submit assignments the day they return to class. Such items are not
penalized.
• Essays may be required to be submitted electronically as well as in hard copy to be eligible for grading.
• There is no extra credit.
• Tests:
o Missed tests must be made up within five days of the student returning to class.
o Late arrivals may start tests already in progress, but the tests must be completed within the time
frame given the class. (No extra time allotted for late arrival.)
• Projects, Presentations, and Essays
o Are due on the date assigned. (No exceptions. Late projects, presentations, and essays are not
accepted.)
o Group presentations must be given even if a group member is absent on the presentation date.
o All essays must be typed.
• Quizzes
o Quizzes are given often to ensure that students are reading assigned material. These quizzes are

easy! If you do your reading, you should receive an A on this part of your grade.

•

•
•
•
•
•

o Quizzes can be given at any time during class.
o You may not start a quiz if you miss the first five minutes of the quiz.
o Missed quizzes cannot be made up.
o The lowest quiz score is dropped.
Grades will be available in Canvas 24/7

Why have tests, quizzes, presentations, projects, and exams?
These academic challenges show me, and you, what you have learned.
Because this class focuses on providing new information about societies around the world, you will be learning a
variety of new ideas and concepts.
You should always attempt to utilize previously presented ideas and concepts as we explore each new society.
A large portion of your grade depends on your ability to prove that you have learned and understand the
relationships between various mythologies.
Therefore, it is essential to keep up with the class readings and assignments as well as review past material on a
regular basis.

Attendance
• A student who fails to attend the first meeting of a class or does not complete the first mandatory activity of an online
class will be dropped by the instructor as of the first official meeting of that class. Should readmission be desired, the
student’s status will be the same as that of any other student who desires to add a class. It is the student’s
responsibility to drop or officially withdraw from the class. See General Catalog for details.
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•

•
•

Regular attendance in all classes is expected of all students. A student whose continuous, unexcused absences
exceed the number of hours the class is scheduled to meet per week may be dropped. For online courses, students
who fail to complete required activities for two consecutive weeks may be considered to have excessive absences
and may be dropped.
Absences attributed to representation of the college at officially approved events (conferences, contests, and field
trips) will be counted as ‘excused’ absences.
A class that meets once a week means that missing even one class can put a student seriously behind academically.

Classroom Etiquette
• Electronic Devices: Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off and put away during class, unless
otherwise directed by the instructor. Exceptions: ebooks which must be viewed on an e-reader or computer.
• Food and Drink are prohibited in all classrooms. Water bottles with lids/caps are the only exception. Additional
restrictions apply in labs. Please comply as directed.
• Disruptive Students: Students who disrupt or interfere with a class may be sent out of the room and told to meet with
the Campus Disciplinary Officer before returning to continue with coursework. Disciplinary procedures will be followed
as outlined in the General Catalog.
• Children in the classroom: Due to college rules and state laws, no one who is not enrolled in the class may attend,
including children.
Academic Honesty
• Plagiarism is taking and presenting as one’s own the writings or ideas of others, without citing the source. You should
understand the concept of plagiarism and keep it in mind when taking exams and preparing written materials. If you
do not understand how to ‘cite a source’ correctly, you must ask for help.
• Cheating is defined as fraud, deceit, or dishonesty in an academic assignment, or using or attempting to use
materials, or assisting others in using materials that are prohibited or inappropriate in the context of the academic
assignment in question.

•
•
•
•
•

Anyone caught cheating or will receive a zero (0) on the exam or assignment, and the instructor may report the
incident to the Campus Disciplinary Officer, who may place related documentation in a file. Repeated acts of cheating
may result in an F in the course and/or disciplinary action. Please refer to the General School Catalog for more
information on academic dishonesty or other misconduct. Acts of cheating include, but are not limited to, the
following:
(a) plagiarism;
(b) copying or attempting to copy from others during an examination or on an assignment;
(c) communicating test information with another person during an examination;
(d) allowing others to do an assignment or portion of an assignment;
(e) using a commercial term paper service.

Additional Help
• Learning Labs: There are several ‘labs’ on campus to assist you through the use of computers, tutors, or a
combination. Please consult your college map for the Math Lab, Reading & Writing Lab, and Study Skills Center
(library). Please speak to the instructor about labs unique to your specific program.
• Library Services: There is more to our library than just books. You have access to tutors in the Study Skills Center,
study rooms for small groups, and online access to a wealth of resources.
Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS)
Any student with a documented disability who may need educational accommodations should notify the instructor or the
Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) office as soon as possible. The DSP&S office is located in Building
2100, telephone 760-355-6313, if you feel you need to be evaluated for educational accommodations.
Student Counseling and Health Services
Students have counseling and health services available, provided by the pre-paid Student Health Fee. We now also have
a fulltime mental health counselor. For information see http://www.imperial.edu/students/student-health-center/. The IVC
Student Health Center is located in the Health Science building in Room 2109, telephone 760-355-6310.
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Student Rights and Responsibilities
Students have the right to experience a positive learning environment and due process. For further information regarding
student rights and responsibilities, please refer to the IVC General Catalog available online at
http://www.imperial.edu/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=4516&Itemid=762
Information Literacy
Imperial Valley College is dedicated to helping students skillfully discover, evaluate, and use information from all sources.
Students can access tutorials at http://www.imperial.edu/courses-and-programs/divisions/arts-and-letters/librarydepartment/info-lit-tutorials/
Anticipated Class Schedule / Calendar

These assignments and due dates are tentative and may change during the semester.
It is wise to have read the assignments prior to class.
Week 1 (February 19) Pages 182-197
Syllabus
What is a myth? Why study mythology?
Insights – What we see in individual myths. Tricksters
See Homework posted in the Modules in the class Canvas site for Assignment details.
Week 2 (February 26) Pages 182-197
The Fertile Crescent: Babylonians, Hebrews; Gilgamesh, Marduk – Battles Among the Gods
Pantheon [Greek pan = “all” and theon = “gods” A collection of gods: Babylonia
Week 3 (March 4) Pages 226-283
Tricksters (Maui) page 320-323
Compare Creation stories: Enuma Elish, Hebrew Bible, Egypt
Intro to Egypt
*Essay Assigned: Creation Myth (Details provided in class)
Week 4 (March 11) Pages 226-283
Test: Babylon and Hebrew pantheon
Pantheons: Egypt
Week 5 (March 18) Pages 226-283
Egypt Continued.
*Creation myth essay due.
Topic: The Flood
Compare flood myths
Week 6 (March 25) Pages 226-283
Test: Egyptian pantheon
Topic: Review for Mid-Term;
Week 7 (April 1) Pages 18-91
Mid-Term Exam
Joseph Campbell
Gilgamesh and the Hero’s Journey
Week 8 (April 8) Pages 18-91
Greece
Homeric Hero
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April 13 – 18 Spring Break

Week 9 (April 22) Pages 18-91
Greece continued
Reality and Greek Myths
Handout: Cupid and Psyche
Week 10 (April 29) Pages 94-125
Test: Greek Pantheon
Intro to Rome
Compare heroes and their journeys
Week 11 (May 6) Pages 94-125
Rome Continued
Week 12 (May 13) Pages 128-159
Rome Continued
Using myth psychologically (Jung, Freud) Are myths encoded in our genes?
Intro to Norse
Week 13 (May 20) Pages 128-159
Norse Mythology
Pantheon: Norse
Norse Heroes
Week 14 (May 27) Pages 128-159
Norse Hero continued.
Compare hero types
Week 15 (June 3)
Test: Norse Pantheon
Review for Final Exam
Week 16 (June10)

Final Exam

***Tentative, subject to change without prior notice***

