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Imperial Valley College 

English 003 

Grammar & Composition 

Spring 2014 

 

 

Instructor: Angelica Magaña 

E-mail: angelica.magana@imperial.edu 

CRN: 20705 

Class Meeting: Mon. & Wed. 6:30-9:00 

Office: By appointment                 

Textbook: Fuchs, M., M. Bonner, M. 

Westheimer (2012). Focus on Grammar 3 (4/e). 

Pearson.  

Credits: 5.00 

Location: Building 400, Room 403

 
Course Description 

ESL 003 is a grammar class in an English-only environment designed for the intermediate ESL student. 

The course will emphasize grammar, writing sentences, and short paragraphs.  

 

Prerequisites 

ESL 002 with a minimum grade of C or better or appropriate placement. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

Upon course completion, the successful student will have acquired new skills, knowledge, and or attitudes 

as demonstrated by being able to: 

1. Demonstrate the ability to select the correct verb tense (simple present and present progressive) 

needed to complete a passage in English [ISLO1, ISLO2]. 

2. Demonstrate an understanding of verb-gerund and verb-infinitive combinations by analyzing 

sentences for correct usage [ISLO1, ISLO2]. 

3. Demonstrate the ability to choose the correct verb tense (simple past/present perfect) needed to 

complete a sentence in English [ISLO1, ISLO2]. 

4. Demonstrate an understanding of modal verbs by choosing the correct modal needed to complete a 

sentence in English [ISLO1, ISLO2]. 

5. Demonstrate the ability to make negative sentences in a variety of verb tenses [ISLO1, ISLO2]. 

 

Grading 

 

Classwork & Participation 25%  

Homework 25% A=90-100% 

Quizzes 10% B=80-89% 

Tests/Projects/Presentations 20% C=70-79% 

Mid-Term/Final Exam 20% D=60-69% 

  F=59% and below 

Total 100%  
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Measurable Course Objectives and Minimum Standards for Grade of “C”: 

 

Upon satisfactory completions of the course, students will be able to: 

 

1. Demonstrate competency in classifying the following parts of speech: nouns, verbs, pronouns, 

adjectives, adverbs, articles, conjunctions, and prepositions. 

  2. Demonstrate mastery in creating affirmative and negative statements, yes/no questions, and wh-

questions, and competency with the verb "be" and other verbs in the simple present; demonstrate 

competency to use the present progressive, the simple past, past progressive, and the four future forms to 

indicate planning, predicting, and scheduling; demonstrate the ability to use, recognize, and produce the 

present perfect and present perfect progressive. 

  3. Demonstrate competency in using, recognizing, and producing modal verbs of ability, request, 

permission, advice, suggestion, preference, necessity; demonstrate ability to use, recognize, and produce 

modal verbs of prohibition, expectation, possibility, impossibility, and conclusion. 

  4. Demonstrate mastery using singular and plural nouns including correct spelling and appropriate 

possessive forms, and with expressions of quantity for count and non-count nouns with corresponding 

articles. 

  5. Demonstrate mastery in recognizing and using expressions of quantity for count and non-count nouns. 

  6. Demonstrate mastery in using, recognizing, and producing subject and object pronouns, and possessive 

adjectives;  

  7. Demonstrate mastery in recognizing and using prepositions of time and location. 

  8. Demonstrate mastery in using, recognizing, and producing adjectives in correct word order as well as 

adverbs of frequency; demonstrate the competency to use, recognize and produce comparative, superlative, 

and equative forms. 

  9. Demonstrate competency in using, recognizing, and producing verb + gerund combinations, verb+ 

infinitive combinations, and verb+ infinitive or gerund combinations; demonstrate the ability to understand 

infinitives of purpose and gerunds/infinitives as subjects and objects. 

  10. Demonstrate ability in using, recognizing, and producing dependent and independent clauses in both 

compound and complex sentences. 

  11. Demonstrate the ability to use, produce, and recognize level appropriate vocabulary in a variety of 

oral, aural, and written exercises. 

  12. Demonstrate ability to identify sentence parts: subject, verb, and complement. 

  13. Demonstrate competency in understanding basic subject/verb agreement. 

  14. Demonstrate competency in recognizing level appropriate time expressions and the ability to write in 

appropriate tense according to these expressions. 

  15. Demonstrate the ability to recognize sentence types including simple, compound, and complex 

sentences; write noun, adjective, and adverb clauses in reported speech and that-clauses; write compound 

sentences with coordinating conjunction and semicolons, transitions, and correct punctuation. 

  16. Demonstrate the ability to use a variety of prewriting skills (brainstorming, outlining, and clustering) 

which lead to the development of ideas and topics for paragraphs; demonstrate the ability to write topic 

sentences with topics and controlling ideas. 

  17. Demonstrate the ability to write a 7-10 sentence paragraph in one or more of the above-mentioned 

grammatical areas with correct capitalization, commas, and ending punctuation (period, question mark, and 

exclamation point). 
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Expectation and Requirements 

 

Classroom Etiquette 

 Electronic Devices: Cell phones and electronic devices must be turned off and put away during 

class unless otherwise directed by the instructor. 

 Food and Drink are prohibited in all classrooms.  Water bottles with lids/caps are the only 

exception. 

 Disruptive Students: Students who disrupt or interfere with a class may be sent out of the room 

and told to meet with the Campus Disciplinary Officer before returning to continue with 

coursework.  Disciplinary procedures will be followed as outlined in the General Catalog. 

 

Attendance 

 A student who fails to attend the first meeting of a class or does not complete the first mandatory 

activity of an online class will be dropped by the instructor as of the first official meeting of that 

class.  Should readmission be desired, the student’s status will be the same as that of any other 

student who desires to add a class.  It is the student’s responsibility to drop or officially withdraw 

from the class.  See General Catalog for details. 

 Regular attendance in all classes is expected of all students.  A student whose continuous, 

unexcused absences exceed the number of hours the class is scheduled to meet per week may be 

dropped. 

 Absences attributed to the representation of the college at officially approved events (conferences, 

contests, and field trips) will be counted as excused absences. 

 

Homework 

 NO late homework! The homework will be accepted only at the beginning of each class. 

 You are expected to do homework on a regular basis. 

 Two (2) hours of independent work done out of class per each hour of lecture or class work, or 3 

hours lab, practicum, or the equivalent per unit is expected. 

 

Assignments 

Out-of-class: 
1.Watch a movie of your choice. Summarize the plot in a 7-10 sentence paragraph including simple, 

complex, and compound sentences.  

2. Watch a movie of your choice. Write a 7-10 sentence paragraph predicting what will happen to the main 

characters after the end of the story. Use some of the four tenses expressing future and a variety of simple, 

complex, and compound sentences. 

 

Reading and Writing: 
1. Read a short newspaper/magazine article. Write 10 questions based on the information presented in the 

article. Exchange your questions with another student. Read his/her questions and answer them in 

compound or complex sentences.  

2. Read a newspaper/magazine article provided by the instructor; create an outline for this article.  

3. Organize pictures in a story board. Create a 10-sentence story based on the pictures. 

 

Test/Quiz Make-up Policy 

 You can make-up only one test due to an absence.  

  No quiz make-ups. 

 

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism is to take and present as one’s own the writings or ideas of others, without citing the source.  

You should understand the concept of plagiarism and keep it in mind when taking exams and preparing 

written materials.  If you do not understand how to correctly ‘cite a source’, you must ask for help. 
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Cheating is defined as fraud, deceit, or dishonesty in an academic assignment or using or attempting to use 

materials, or assisting others in using materials, which are prohibited or inappropriate in the context of the 

academic assignment in questions. 

 

Children in the classroom: Due to college rules and stat laws, no one who is not enrolled in the class may 

attend, including children. 

 

Anyone caught cheating or will receive a zero (0) on the exam or assignment, and the instructor may report 

the incident to the Campus Disciplinary Officer, who may place related documentation in a file.  Repeated 

acts of cheating may result in an F in the course and/or disciplinary action.  Pleas refer to the General 

School Catalog for more information on academic dishonesty or other misconduct.  Acts of cheating 

include, but are not limited to the following: (a) plagiarism; (b) copying or attempting to copy from others 

during an examination or on an assignment; (c) communicating test information with another person during 

an examination; (d) allowing others to do an assignment or portion of an assignment, (e) use of a 

commercial term paper service. 

 

Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSPS) 

Any student with a documented disability who may need educational accommodations should notify the 

instructor or the Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) offices as soon as possible.  The 

DSP&S office is located in Building 2100, telephone 760-355-6313 if you feel you need to be evaluated for 

educational accommodations. 

 

Student Counseling and Health Services 

Students have counseling and health services available, provided by the pre-paid Student Health Fee.  We 

now also have a fulltime mental health counselor.  For information see http:/imperial.edu/students/student-

health-center/. The IVC Student Health Center is located in the Health Science building in Room 2109, 

telephone 760-6310. 

 

Students Rights and Responsibilities 

Imperial Valley College is dedicated to help students skillfully discover, evaluated, and use information 

from all sources.  Students can access tutorials at http://www.imperial.edu/courses-and-

programs/divisions/arts-and-letters/library-department/info-lit-tutorials/. 


